
Sandra Blakely 
Associate Professor and Chair 

Department of Classics, Emory University   221 F Candler Library    Atlanta, GA 30322  
sblakel@emory.edu  

 
Education  
 University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California 
 PhD, Classics and Anthropology, 1998 
 Dissertation: Daimones, Metallurgy and Cult 
 
 Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah 
 BA, German and Humanities, High Honors, 1982 
 
Academic appointments and employment 
1999-     Emory University:  

- Chair of Classics (2019-2022, 2023-2026) 
- Associate Professor of Classics (2005-present) 
- Assistant Professor of Classics (1999-2005) 

1998   Lake Forest College, Instructor, Program in Greece  
1992-6 California State University, Long Beach:  Assistant Lecturer 
1989-93 University of Southern California, Department of Classics:  Teaching Assistant and Assistant  

Lecturer  
 
Scholarship: all categories peer reviewed 
Monographs   
In preparation The Anthropology of an Island Cult: Ecologies, Mobility, and Complexity in the Mystery 

Cult of the Great Gods of Samothrace. 16 chapters, estimated 550 pages. 10 chapters 
currently under consideration at Cambridge University Press 

2006 Myth, Ritual and Metallurgy in Ancient Greece and Recent Africa, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 342 pages.   

 
Translations and commentaries  
2015 Alexandros Polyhistor (273).  In Jacoby Online. Brill’s New Jacoby, Part III, edited by Ian 

Worthington. Brill: Leiden.  http://dx.doi.org.proxy.library.emory.edu/10.1163/1873-
5363_bnj_a273   Word count: 120,295. 

2011 Conon (26), In Jacoby Online. Brill’s New Jacoby, Part III, edited by Ian Worthington. Brill: 
Leiden. 2009 http://dx.doi.org.proxy.library.emory.edu/10.1163/1873-5363_bnj_a26  
Word count: 93,868 

2009 Herodorus (31) in Jacoby Online. Brill’s New Jacoby, Part I, edited by Ian Worthington. Brill: 
Leiden. http://dx.doi.org.proxy.library.emory.edu/10.1163/1873-5363_bnj_a31 Word count: 
37,422 

 
Edited volumes   
In progress, Homo Necans at 50: Contributions and Controversies in the Anthropology of Greek 

Religion, co-edited with J. Brodd, Studies in Ancient Mediterranean Religions, Lockwood 
Press, Atlanta.  14 chapters and introductory essay, estimated 275 pages. 

In progress, Godscapes: Environment and the sacred in the ancient Mediterranean and Beyond, co-
edited with B. Wickkiser and W. Closterman, Lockwood Press, Atlanta. 20 chapters and 
introductory essay, estimated 415 pages. 

In progress, Sailing with the Gods: Religion and Maritime Mobility in the Ancient World, co-edited 
with A. Brown, Lockwood Press, Atlanta. 19 chapters and introductory essay, estimated 400 
pages. 
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2023  Data Science, Human Science, and Ancient Gods: Conversations in Theory and Method, co-
edited with M. Daniels, Lockwood Press, Atlanta. 11 chapters and introductory essay, 344 
pages. 

2019       Religious Convergence in the Ancient Mediterranean,  co-edited with B. Collins, Lockwood 
Press, Atlanta. 24 chapters and introductory essay, 565 pages.  

2017 Gods, Objects and Ritual Practice, Lockwood Press, Atlanta. 13 chapters and introductory 
essay, 347 pages. 

2008 “Ancient  Mysteries, Modern Secrets,”special issue of Electronic Antiquity 12.1 (2008). 9 
chapters, afterword, and introductory essay, 228 pages. 
https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/ElAnt/V12N1/  

 
Journal Articles, peer reviewed   
In Press “The Little Things Aren’t Little: Approaching Religious Experience in the Mediterranean 

Through Small Finds,” co-authored with M. Daniels, Archiv für Religionsgeschichte.  This is a 
special section of the journal, with publication anticipated in 2026, in honor of Frederick E. 
Brenk.  Introductory essay, co-authored, has a word count 4,618; the five articles on which 
we comment total 33,382 words.   

2020 “Accumulation, authority, and the cultural lives of objects: materiality and ancient religion,” 
Archiv für Religionsgschichte 21: 125-126. 

2020       “Tangled myths and moral networks: Pacific comparanda and the Samothracian Sea,” 
Journal of Eastern Mediterranean Archaeology and Heritage Studies, in I. Berg and L. 
Hitchcock (ed.s), thematic edition: The Entangled Sea, 8 (3-4): 314-328. 

2020      “Social Mobility: Mithraism and Cosmography in the 2nd-5th centuries CE,” Acta ad 
archaeologiam et artium historiam pertinentia, in L. Engh, S. Eriksen, F. Steen, C. Prescott 
(ed.s) special issue: Tools for Transformation: Liturgy and Religious Practice in Late Medieval 
Europe, 31(17): 11-41. 

2018       “Starry Twins and Mystery Rites: From Samothrace to Mithras,” Acta Classica 58: 427-463 
2018 “Sailing with the Gods: Serious Games in an Ancient Sea,” Thersites 7: 108-146. 
2015  “Human geography, GIS technology, and ancient mysteries: a case study from the island of 

Samothrace,” Getty Research Journal 7: 133-141. 
2013 “Daimones in the Thracian Sea: Mysteries, iron, and metaphor,” Archiv für  

Religionsgeschichte 14(1): 155-182 
2012 “Toward an archaeology of secrecy: power, paradox, and the Great Gods of Samothrace,” 

in Y. Rowan (ed.), Beyond Belief: The Archaeology of Religion and Ritual, Archaeological 
Papers of the American Anthropology Association, vol. 21(1): 49-71 

2008  “Ancient Mysteries, Modern Secrets: Introduction,” Electronic Antiquity 12.1 (2008):  1-22  
2007 “Kadmos, Jason, and the Great Gods of Samothrace: initiation as mediation in a Northern 

Aegean context,” Kadmos 11.1 Word Count: 11,047 
2007 “Pherekydes’ Daktyloi: ritual, technology, and the Presocratic Perspective,” Kernos 20: 43-
 67. 
 
Chapters and contributions, peer reviewed    
In Press: “Practical religion: civic honors, information flow, and risk mitigation in a Hellenistic  Sea,” 

in E. Angliker (ed.). Traveling and Cult Practices in the Ancient Mediterranean. Routledge. 
Word count: 10,641. Submitted, reviewed, requested edits completed. Publication 
anticipated in Summer 2025 

In Press: “The Mystery Cult of the Great Gods of Samothrace,”  in H. Bowden and A.-I. Rassia (ed.s), 
The Oxford Handbook of Ancient Mystery Cults.  Word count: 9,945. Submitted, reviewed, 
and requested edits completed 

Accepted: “Networks and Other Mysteries,” in H. Beck, C. Constantakopoulou, and J. McInerney,  
ed.s, Oxford History of the Classical Greek World. Word count: 10,182. Submitted, 
reviewed, requested edits completed   

https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/ElAnt/V12N1/


Accepted:  “Lemnos in the South Pacific: Hunter Gatherers, Homo Necans, and anthropology for the 
ancient world,” in J. Brodd and S. Blakely (ed.s), Homo Necans at 50: Contributions and 
Controversies in the Anthropology of Greek Religion, Lockwood Press, Atlanta. Word count: 
11,524. Currently under peer review 

Submitted: “Miltiades on the Janiculum: a re-purposed herm in the Aqua Traiana,” in A. Wilson  
(ed.), publication of the Janiculum Mills excavation, American Academy at Rome. Word  
count: 7,997 

2025  “Controlling the Corrupting Sea: maritime rituals and Greek thalassocracy,” in C.  
Rollinger (ed.), Dangerous Tides: Imagining and Managing Maritime Risks in the Ancient and  
Early Modern Worlds. Berlin & Boston: De Gruyter, 155-198.   

2024  “Samothrace,” Oxford Bibliographies, Oxford University Press. Word count: 10,038. 
2023  “Magical magnets? Mastering the winds on a North Aegean Island,” in R.G. Edmonds III, S.  

Torallas, and C. Lopez-Ruiz, (ed.s) Magic and Religion in the Ancient Mediterranean World:  
Studies in Honor of Christopher A. Faraone, 156-182 

2023 “Introduction: New Sciences, Old Gods” and “Agency, affect, games and gods: 
contributions to a virtual archaeology of religion,” in M. Daniels and S. Blakely (ed.s), Data 
Science, Human Science, and Ancient Gods: Conversations in Theory and Method. 
Lockwood Press, Atlanta, 1-29  

2022 “Metallurgy between myth and production: cognized and operational craft in the 
Northeastern  Aegean,” Archaeology and Economy in the Ancient World: Proceedings of the 
19th International Congress of Classical Archaeology, Cologne/Bonn 2018,  M. Heinzelmann, 
M. Bentz, (ed.s), Propylaeum, Heidelberg: 79-88,  DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.11588/propylaeum.999.c13345 

2022 “Strong ties and deep habits: the Samothracian diaspora in network perspective,” co-
authored with J. Mundy, in A. Collar, (ed.), Strong Ties. Networks and the Spread of New 
Ideas in the Past. Routledge, New York, 99-135. Dr. Mundy contributed the Gephi graphs of 
the Social Network Analysis of the epigraphic data, and has been a valued interlocutor; the 
body of the text is my own 

2022  “Metallurgy,” in S. Hornblower, A. Spawforth, E. Eidinow (ed.s), The Oxford Classical  
Dictionary, Oxford University Press:  Oxford. Word count: 8,311 

2021      “A cosmological turn in an architectural setting: Roman approaches to Samothrace into the 
second century CE,” in N. Belayche, F. Massa, P. Hoffmann (ed.s),  Les «Mystères au IIe 
siècle de notre ére: Un ‘Mysteric Turn?’ Brepols, Paris: 55-102 

2020      “Playing the Argonauts: Pedagogical Pathways through Creation and Engagement in a 
  Virtual  Sea,” in S. Heath and W. Caraher (ed.s), Digital Approaches to Teaching the  

 Ancient Mediterranean. The Digital Press at the University of North Dakota, Grand Forks:  
97-126 

2020      “Gods, mortals, and models: “Religion and Convergence in the Ancient Mediterranean,” 
introduction to S. Blakely and B.J. Collins (ed.s), Religious Convergence in the Ancient  
Mediterranean. Lockwood Press, Atlanta: 1-18 

2020 “Bronze” and “Iron,” in C.A.  Baron (ed), The Herodotus Encyclopedia. Hoboken, Wiley: 245-
6, 751-2 

2019 “Hermes, Kyllene, Samothrace and the Sea,” in J. Miller and J. Strauss-Clay (ed.s), Tracking  
Hermes, Tracing Mercury. Oxford, Oxford University Press: 271-292 

2018   “Images, Merchants, and Mercenaries: Aegeans and Southern Judah in the 8th c BCE,” in 
 Z.I.  Farber and J.L. Wright (ed.s), Archaeology and History of 8th century Judah: Festschrift 
 for  Oded Borowski. Society of Biblical Literature, Atlanta: 35-57 

2018 “The Anthropology of an Island Cult: Samothrace and the Science of man in the Nineteenth 
  Century,” in E. Varto (ed.), The Classics and Early Anthropology. Brill, Leiden: 204-230 
2018 “The Archaeology of Greek Religion,” in C. Smith (ed.), Encyclopedia of Global  

Archaeology.  Springer, Cham 
 https://doi-org.proxy.library.emory.edu/10.1007/978-3-319-51726-1_14372  
Word count: 8,547 

https://doi-org.proxy.library.emory.edu/10.1007/978-3-319-51726-1_14372


2017  “Object, Image and Text: Materiality and Ritual Practice in the Ancient Mediterranean,”  
in S. Blakely (ed.), Gods, Objects and Ritual Practice. Lockwood Press, Atlanta:  1-13 

2016  “Maritime Risk and Ritual Responses: Sailing with the Gods in the Ancient Mediterranean,” 
in C. Buchet and P. de Souza (ed.s), The Sea in History – The Ancient World. Association 
Oceanides, Paris: 362-379 

2016 “Beyond Braudel: Network models and a Samothracian Seascape,” in L. Mazurek and C. 
Concannon (ed.s), Across the Corrupting Sea. Routledge, London: 17-38 

2016 “Kabeiroi,” “Samothrace,” and “Superstition,” in E. Orlin et al. (ed.s), The Routledge 
 Encyclopedia of Ancient Mediterranean Religions.  Routledge, New York: 523, 842, 907- 
910 

2000  “Madness in the Body Politic: Kouretes, Korybantes, and the Politics of Shamanism,” in J. 
Hubert, ed., The Archaeology and Anthropology of Madness, Disability and Social Exclusion, 
Part 2 of Mind and Body in Society, 119-127 

1999 "Smelting and Sacrifice: Comparative Analysis of Greek and Near Eastern Cult Sites from 
the Late Bronze through the Classical Periods," in S.M. Young, M. Pollard, P. Budd, and R.A. 
Ixer (ed.s). Metals in Antiquity. Archaeopress, Oxford: 86-90 

 
Reviews 
2021 Cruccas, E. (2019) NUMINA MAGNA: Roma e il culto dei Grandi Dei di Samotracia (2019), 

BMCR 2021.02.28. Word count: 1,747  
2020 Freitag, K. and M. Haake (2019), Griechische Heiligtümer als Handlungsorte, Religious 

Studies Review 46(4): 538     
2019 Braund, D. (2018) Greek Religion and cults in the Black Sea Region, Religious Studies 

 Review  45 (4): 513   
2017 Nielsen, I. (2014) Housing the Chosen: The Architectural Context of Mystery Groups and 

Religious Associations in the Ancient World, American Journal of Archaeology 121(2): DOI: 
10.3764/ajaonline1212.Blakely. Word count: 1,285 

2016 Arrington, N. (2014)  Ashes, Image, and Memories: The Presence of the War Dead in Fifth-
Century Athens, The Art Bulletin 98 (3): 395-397   

2016 Cruccas, E. (2014)  Gli dei senza nome, Journal of Hellenic Studies 136: 260-261 
2013 Skinner, Joseph. (2012) The Invention of Greek Ethnography. Classical Journal 11: 1-3 
2008 Kyriakidis, E. (2007)  The Archaeology of Ritual, BMCR 2008.07.33. Word count: 2,453 
2008 Naiden, F. (2006)  Ancient Supplication, Classical Bulletin 84: 111-113 
 
Online Research presence 
https://scholarblogs.emory.edu.samothraciannetworks/ 
 
Presentations  
Invited presentations  
2025 “Serious Games, Digital Tools, and Teaching the Classical World,” Thelma Tournay Slater 

Classics Lecture, Mount Union College, March 4 
2024  “Patronage, networks, and ritual strategies: Macedonians on Samothrace,” Macedonia in 

the Mediterranean Context: Ports, Connections, and Culture, Indiana University, September 
6-7 

 “The Power of Powerful Friends: Eigenvector centrality, Chios, and the Samothracian 
network,” The Connected Past, University of British Columbia, October 4-6 

 “Leukothea, Palaimon and Dionysos at the Isthmia: mystery hypotheses and Roman 
Ambition,” Celtic Conference in Classics, Cardiff University, July 9-12 

 Respondent to the panel, “Art, Media, and Environment,” Society for Classical Studies 
annual meeting, Chicago, Jan 4-7    

2023 “Maritime promises and Complex Analyses: an adaptive model of the Mysteries of the Great 
Gods of Samothrace,” Swedish Institute of Archaeology in Athens  

https://scholarblogs.emory.edu.samothraciannetworks/


2022 “Coalition, consensus, and complexity: modeling resilience in the social networks of the 
Great Gods of Samothrace,” Religious Networks in Antiquity, Bergen, June 7, 2022 

2020 “Maritime networks and moral imagination: Samothracian proxeny as an archaeology of 
Coalition,” Archaeological Institute of America colloquium Social Networks & 

Interconnections, Ancient and Medieval Contexts, Washington D.C., Jan. 3-5 
2020 “Testing the edges: digital approaches to maritime networks,” University of Pennsylvania 

Department of Classics, November 12 
2019 “Moral networks and complex systems: mobility and anthropogenic safety in a  

Samothracian Sea, Prendre la Route III: Mobilités et Pratiques ritualles, Journée d’études  
Paris 8/Paris 10, Nanterre University, Oct. 3  

2018  “Ritual, Gaming, and the Cognitive Science of Multimodal Communication,”  
International Conference on Multimodal Communication, Hunan Normal University,  
Changsha, China, Nov. 1-3 
“Playing the Argonauts: pedagogical pathways through creation and engagement in a  
Virtual Sea,” Digital Approaches to Teaching the Ancient Mediterranean, Institute for the  
Study of the Ancient World, New York, Oct 26 

 “Samothracian Mysteries in the Second century: A cosmological turn in an archaeological  
Context,” Les “Mystères” au IIe siecle de notre ere: Un ‘Mysteric Turn’?  Paris, Sept. 20-22. 
“Ritual networks and risk reduction in the Hellenistic Mediterranean,”  Gefährliche 
Elemente, Trier, May 3-5 

 “Metallurgy between Myth and Production: cognized and operational craft in the 
Northeastern Aegean,” in the panel “Contextualizing craftsmanship in the classical world: 
an “economic” sphere?” International Association for Classical Archaeology,  
Cologne/Bonn, May 22-26 

2017 “Starry caves and social change: Mithraism in Late Antique Rome,” Rewiring Romans: 
Medieval liturgies as tools for Transformation, Instituto di Norvegia in Roma, June 15-17 

 “Samothracian Networks: Maritime risk and Ritual Promises in the ancient Mediterranean,” 
Complexity Science Hub Vienna, June 19-20 

  “Seafaring and the Sacred: Maritime networks and the Mysteries of the Great Gods of 
Samothrace,” Brinkley Lecture, College of William & Mary, October  

2015 “Samothracian Daimones: from Metallurgy to Mobility,” Locating the Daimonic: King’s 
College, London (March 26-27, 2015) 

2013 “Embodying Samothrace: the mountain and the sea,” Institute for European and 
Mediterranean Archaeology Visiting Scholar Conference, SUNY Buffalo, Apr. 13-14  

 “Amulets, Epiphanies and Social Networks”, Florida State University 
 Respondent to  panel, “From Temple Banks to Patron Gods,” Archaeological Institute of 

America annual meeting, Seattle 
2010 “From Dardanus to the Philosophers: Initiation and Imagination in Roman Samothrace,” 

Walsh Lecture, University of Chicago, November 
“Seafaring and the Sacred: Mediterranean Networks and the cult of the Great Gods of 
Samothrace”, Workshop, University of Chicago  

2007 “Samothrace: iron, indigenes, and the archaeology of secrecy,” University of Cincinnati, 
Ohio University, Wooster College, and Corpus Christi College, Oxford 

2005 “Gender, Magic and Metallurgy between Greece and Africa,” Langford Conference, 
  Greek Religion and the Orient, Florida State University 
2005 “Samothrace: the mysteries in their Northern Aegean Context,” Ohio University. 
 “Iron, invention, and cosmology: Greek reflections on the technological past”, Theoretical 
  Archaeology Group Conference, Exeter, England 
2001 “Black Hephaistos: African Ironworking and Greek Daimones.” Johns Hopkins University,  

March 15 
“Kings, Smiths, Mothers and Metals: Comparative Ethnography and the Greek Mythographic 
Tradition.” Harvard University, May 7 

 



Presentations from submitted abstracts 
2024 “The power of powerful friends: Eigenvector centrality, Chios, and the Samothracian 

Networks,” The Connected Past: Religious Networks in Antiquity, University of British 
Columbia, October 4-6 
“Digital games in Classical classrooms: VR Kottabos, the Royal Game of Ur, and  
Pedagogical horizons,” with Joanna Mundy, Classical Association of the Middle West and 
South, St. Louis, April 5-7  

2017 “Human seascapes and ritual action: modeling the maritime mobilities of the Great Gods 
 Of Samothrace,” European Association of Archaeology, Maastricht, Aug. 30 – Sept. 3. 
“Ritual, ecology and comparison: from Indonesia to the Aegean,” in the panel “Pacific 
Landscapes through the Holocene,” American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, 
Washington DC, November 29- December 3 
“Cultural Invention and Ritual Change: Tracking the Samothracian Mysteries at Rome,” 
Society for Classical Studies Annual Meeting, Toronto 
“Sailing with the Gods: Argonauts and Samothracians in an Ancient Sea.” Computer 
Applications in Archaeology, March 14-17 (with Rob Bryant) 

2016 “Mystery Gods at the Circus Maximus: The Samothracian Rites in Rome,” in Symposium 
Peregrinum, Tarquinia, June 16-19. 
 “Testing the Gods, Saving your Ship,” paper in the panel The Archaeology of Ancient  
Mediterranean Maritime Religion, Archaeological Institute of America Annual Meeting, Jan. 
6-9 

2014 “Beyond Braudel: GIS Technology and a Samothracian Seascape,” Archaeological Institute 
of America annual Meeting, Jan 2-5 

 “Hermes, Kyllene, Samothrace and the Sea,”  Tracking Hermes, University of Virginia, Mar. 
27-29  

2014 “Samothracian networks: GIS, epigraphy and connectivity at the Greek gateway to the Black 
Sea,” European Association of Archaeologists, Istanbul, Sept. 10-14 

2012 “Mapping the Mysteries: GIS as a pedagogical aid in the history of Religions,” Classical 
Association of the Middle West and South,  Baton Rouge, Mar. 28-31 
“Broken Data, Robust Models: a digital response to the Samothracian Mysteries,” Society 
for Ancient Mediterranean Religions conference, Brown University. 

2011 “Modeling the mysteries: GIS technology, network models, and the cult of the Great Gods of 
Samothrace,” Digital Classicist Seminar Series, King’s College London.   

 “More than pilgrimage: Samothrace, GIS, and Safety at Sea,” Society for Biblical Literature 
annual Meeting, Jan. 5-8   

 “Mystery gods at the Circus Maximus:  Samothracian rites at Rome,” Classical Association 
of the Middle West and South, Grand Rapids, April 6-9. 

2010 “Beyond Silence: Soteriology, Samothrace, and the concept of secrecy” paper in the panel    
“Salvation in the Mystic Cults”, Classical Association of the Middle West and South,  , 
Oklahoma City.   

2010 “Imagining Insurance: Safety at Sea and the Samothracian Rites”, Pacific Ancient and 
Modern Language Association, Honolulu. 
“Disciplines, Departments and Expectations: teaching archaeology in an interdisciplinary 
era,” in the panel, “The Future is now: A Forum on Career Strategies for Archaeology 
Graduate Students,”, Archaeological Institute of America annual meeting, Anaheim 

2009 Reponses to papers at Society for Ancient Mediterranean Religions conference, Rome:  
G. Casadio, “From Eusebeia to Threskeia,” L. Gawlinski, “Finding the Sacred in Greek  
Sacred Law”  

2007 “From Kouretes to Kpelle: Rites of Passage and Comparative Studies,” Rites of Passage of  
The Life Cycle in Antiquity, Getty Museum, Los Angeles 

2006 “Iron, Ritual, and the Archaeology of Secrecy,” Society for American Archaeology, San Juan. 
 “Samothracian Penates and the Colonial Project,” The Mythology and Iconography of  
  Colonization Conference, Cuma, Italy 



2005 “Iron, invention and cosmology: Greek reflections on the technological past,” Theoretical 
Archaeology Group Conference, Exeter, England 

2003 “From fieldwork to bookwork: Anthropology and the Demons,” American Philological 
Association annual meeting, New Orleans 

2002 “Samothracia Ferrea: magnetism, mysteries, and iron rings,” Secrecy, Histories, and 
Publics, Sweet Briar College, Virginia 

2000 “The Politics of Madness,” Classical Association of the Middle West and South,  Knoxville 
1999  “Production, Religion, and Semiotics: On the Uses of Myth in Archaeological 

Interpretation,” American Schools of Oriental Research annual conference, Boston 
“Goetes and Glassmakers: Myth, Ethnicity, and Economics on Rhodes”, Trade and 
Production in Premonetary Greece, Swedish Institute of Archaeology, Athens. 
“Something’s Fishy: Telchines, Apkallu, and Cultural Tranfer” American Philological 
Association annual meeting ,Dallas, Texas  
“Kouretes, Korybantes, and the Politics of Shamanism”, World Archaeological Congress, 
Capetown, South Africa 
“Welcomed Madness: Kourtes, Korybantes, and Mary Douglas”, Rethinking the Irrational: 
Madness in the Ancient World, Newnham College, Cambridge 

1998 “Reading the Forge: Production, Religion, and the Aegean Marketplace,” Trade and 
Production in Premonetary Greece, Swedish Institute of Archaeological Research, Athens. 
“The Scholars and the Demons,” Conference of the Israel Society for the Promotion of 
Classical Studies, Tel Aviv 

1997 “Sacra Metallurgica”, American Philological Association annual meeting, Chicago  
“Myth and Models of Production”, Trade and Production in Premonetary Greece, Swedish 
Institute of Archaeological Research, Athens 

 “Smelting and Sacrifice,” Metals in Antiquity, Harvard University 
 “Semiotics of Metallurgy”, Albright Institute of Archaeological Research, Jerusalem 
1995 “Black Hephaistos,” American Philological Association annual Meeting, San Diego 
1993 “Speech Acting in Hesiod’s Works and Days: The Creation of Pandora.”  Philological 

Association of the Pacific Coast conference, Seattle 
 
Presentations contributed to sessions and conferences the author helped organize   
2022 “Angry Dead and Smooth Sailing: Chthonic Forces, Secure Sealanes, and Distanciation in 

 Apollonius of Rhodes’ Argonautica” Sailing with the Gods, Floriana, Malta, June 29, 2022 
2021 “Lemnos in the South Pacific: competition, collaboration, and Homo Necans,” Society for 

Biblical Literature, San Antonio, Nov. 20-23 
2018 “Gaming with the Gods: a crowd sourcing approach to modeling agency in the 

Samothracian sea” in the panel “Gods in our Machines? Critical Approaches to  Big Data 
and Ancient Religion,” Archaeological Institute of America Annual Meeting, January 4-7 

2016  “Samothracian Networks: Economic Prospects and Ritual Promises in the Hellenistic 
Mediterranean,” in Religious Convergence in the Ancient Mediterranean, Palermo, Sicily, 
June 23-26 

 
Campus talks 
2024 “The anthropology of an island cult: ecologies, mobility, and complexity in the Mystery Cult 

of the Great Gods of Samothrace.” Archaeological Perspectives, Fox Center for Humanistic 
Inquiry  

2021 “GIS, Games and Gephi: modeling maritime mobility as a complex adaptive system in the 
Hellenistic Mediterranean.”  Brown University Brown Bag Series  

 “Sailing with the Gods: Argonauts, ancient risks, and the social life of sailors.” The Goodrich 
Classical Club and the Department of Classics of Vermont   

2019 Emory Resident Hall Association, Last Lecture series, “Myth is Real”  
Georgia State University Undergraduate Classics Colloquium “Human Seascapes and 
Ritual Action: Modeling the maritime mobilities of the Great Gods of Samothrace”  



2016 “Sailing with the Gods: Maritime networks and the cult of the Great Gods of Samothrace” 
Faculty Lecture Series, University of Arizona, Department of Anthropology 

2006 “Samothrace: Iron, Indigenes, and the Archaeology of Secrecy”, University of Texas at 
Austin,  Wooster College, and Ohio University invited presentations  

 
Public lectures 
2017 “Samothrace”, Greater Atlanta Archaeological Society 
2016 “Ritual Networks and Practical Outcomes: transregional networks in archaeological 

contexts.” University Indian Ruins public lecture, Tucson  
2018 “Network analysis and epigraphic data”, PyDATA, Atlanta-based network group of 

programming professionals 
2004 “Mycenaean Gold Dress Ornaments,” part of the exhibit From Pharaohs to Emperors: New 

Egyptian, Near Eastern,  and Classical Antiquities at Emory.   AntiquiTEA, Michael C. Carlos 
Museum  

 
Emory Teaching: courses marked with an asterisk were new additions to the department’s offerings 
 
Introductory courses:   

- ANCMED 101, Introduction to Ancient Mediterranean Societies,  2012* 
- CL 101, Introduction to the Ancient World: Classical Literature in Context,  2014* 
- CL 102, Classical Mythology, 1999, 2016, 2019, 2021, 2022  
- CL 109, Introduction to the Greek and Roman world,  2024* 

Archaeology:   
- ANCMED 201, Mediterranean archaeology: 2008, 2009, 2013 cross-listed with ANT 285* 
- CL 103, Greek Archaeology, 2000, 2005, 2018, 2019 (cross-listed with ANT185), 2021: from 

2018-2023 the course content was that of CL 105  
- CL 105/ANT 185, Ancient Aliens, Lost Cities, and Making up the Past, 2023* 
- CL 220/ARTHIST 220, Bronze Age Greece, 2001, 2004, 2012, 2015, 2020 

Freshman seminar 
- CL 190, From Demeter to Mithras, 2012* 

Topic courses  
- CL 201, The Greeks, 2014, 2015, 2018, 2020*  
- CL 224, Early Greece: Myth and Reason,  team-taught with Philippa Lang, 2013 
- CL 215/REL/215/ANT 285, Greek and Roman Religion, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2015, 2018* 
- CL /ANT385/ANT 355, Shipwrecks, Pirates and Palaces: The Archaeology of the Ancient 

Economy, 2015, 2017, 2019* 
- CL 329/ANT 385/REL 370, Magic and Mysteries in the Greek and Roman World, 2024* 
- CL 329/ARTHIST 329, Witches, Weaving and the Ritual Power of Women, team taught with 

Jean Campbell, 2024* 
- CL 329/ANT 385/ANT 585Q, Classics and Anthropology, 2000* 

Language 
- Greek 201, Herodotus, 2009, 2017 
- Greek 313, Herodotus, 2008 
- Greek 317, Lyric 2014 
- Latin 110, Intensive Latin,  2003, 2004, 2005, 2007, 2008, 2011* 
- Latin 101, 1999 
- Latin 498R, Directed Reading, 2009 

Directed reading and writing courses 
- ANCMED 495A and B, honors independent writing, 20009, 2011, 2012, 2013 
- CL 429, directed reading, 2005 (Bronze Age Religion) 
- CL 495R, Honors writing, 2012, 2017, 2018, 2019 
- CL 498, supervised reading, 2016, 2017,  
- JD 898R, Thesis preparation, 2010 



Graduate courses 
- CL 597R, Directed reading, 2009, 2013, and 2024 as Magic and Mysteries, graduate section   
- Greek 597R, Directed Reading, 2008 
- JD 898R, Thesis preparation, 2010   
- MTS 650R, Thesis writing, 2018, 2019 
- RLNT 797R, Directed reading, 2012, 2020   
- REL 700, Mystery Cults in the Greek and Roman World: image, site and text, 2016 

 
Graduate advising, Theses and Dissertations: committee member    
2021 Jeon, Donghyun, PhD. The Promise of Initiation: A Comparative Study of Ritual in the Pauline 

Communities and the Greco-Roman Mysteries.  Graduate Division of Religion   
2020 Ruhumuliza, Jon-Philippe. MTS. “Paul and Maps: Exegeting Acts 13-14 through the lens of 

Lived Space Cartography. Candler School of Theology   
 Lee, Gilha.  MTS. Pauline Reconciliation (Rom 5:1-11) in Light of Unjust Exchange in 

Aristotelian Economic Thought. Candler School of Theology.  
2019 Robertson, Michael. MTS. Job is not Having Fun (and Neither are the Androids): How the 

NieR Video Games Represent a New Form of Joban Wisdom Literature. Candler School of 
Theology 

2018   Jones, Kira. PhD. Domitian and Minerva at Rome: Iconography and Divine Sanction in the 
Eternal City.  Art History   

2017 Moore, Eric.  PhD. Claiming Places: Reading Acts of the Apostle as a Colonizing Narrative. 
Graduate Division of Religion   

2015 Carlos Jaramillo, Nanyang University, Singapore.PhD. Famagusta, Cyprus: A Third Way in 
Cultural Heritage    

2013 Ruiz, Gilberto Alfonso, PhD. Temple Commerce and John 2:13-22.  Graduate Division of 
Religion   
Newell, Nicholas. Georgia State University, MA. A Reception History of Gilgamesh    

2008 Palinkas, Jennifer. PhD. Eleusinian Gateways: Entrances to the Sanctuary of Demeter and 
Kore at Eleusis and the City Eleusinion in Athens. Art History  

2006  Bullock, Joe. MTS.The Scandal of Myth in History: Paul Veyne, Marcel Detienne and the 
Origins of Rational Thought 

2005-9  Bullock, Annie Vocatur. Religion, Eleusis as Palimpsest: Postcolonial Theory and the Politics 
of Religion in Roman Greece. Advised on project from 2005-2009 

2002-5 Balthis, Andrea Christine. ABD. Monumental Built Altars in the Hellenistic Period.  
 
Undergraduate theses:  
2025 Coates, Ava. “A Modern People in an Ancient Land: An Archaeological Ethnography of  

Mythmaking, Heritage and Living Memory in Selinunte, Sicily.”  Honors thesis director 
Coplin, Max “Reading Doctors as Oracles and Patients as Prophets: Medical Dream 
Interpretation in 5th century B.C.E. Greece.” Honors thesis committee member 
Marvil, Sabrina. “Iuno, the Iuonones, and Roman religion.” Honors thesis committee 
member 

2024 Nash, L. senior thesis for BA in Classics and English, “Bound: Asteas’ Europa Krater and the 
Mediation of Dichotomies through Textiles.”  Senior thesis director, BA for Classics and 
English 

2019 Porter, Mary Sunshine. “Wives, Mothers, and Sacrifice: Exceptional Women in Classical 
Athens and the Roman Empire.”  Honors  thesis director 

2018 Dawes, Jamie. “Iste Ego Sum: Embodiment and Agency in Cycladic Figurines.” Honors 
thesis director 
Lathouris, Nicolette. “In Formam Deorum: Venus, Virtue, and Portrait Nudity.” Honors 
thesis committee member 

2016 Dahliwal, Olivia. “Cloning, Expression, and Characterization of a HEAT 1-Repeat Solenoid
 Protein.” Honors thesis committee member  



 Taylor, Emma. “Athletics and the Macedonian Search for Greek Identity.” Honors thesis 
director 

2015 Smagh, Hannah.  “Slave Participation in Athenian Religion.” Honors thesis committee 
member  

2013 Ledford, Daniel. “The Augustanization of Sacred Space: The Temple of Apollo at Pompeii.” 
Honors thesis director 

 McManus, Rebecca. “The Influence of Greek Architectural Decoration on the Monumental 
Thracian Tombs in the Kazanlak Valley.” Committee member  

2012  Kesler, Lara. “Altar’d states of consciousness: ritualized drinking in the Boiotian Kabeirion 
and The  Anthesteria.” Honors thesis director 
Mair, Melissa. “The Transformation of a Goddess: Depictions of Isis throughout the Ancient 
Mediterranean World.” Honors thesis committee member 
Szaroletta, Jordan.  “Separating the Dough from the Leaven: The Role of Food Provision and  
Deprivation  in Establishing the Israelite Nation.” Honors thesis committee member 
Nugent, Selin. “A  Death in the Imperial Frontier: a biocultural analysis of mobility and 
origins of a  foreigner buried at Oglangala, Azerbaijan.” Honors thesis committee member 
Reynolds, Katherine. “Material and Analysis of Field V of Tell Halif, Lahav Research Project.”  
Honors thesis committee member 

2009 Meyers, Mary A.  “Literacy and Women in Early Modern England.” Honors thesis committee 
member 

2009 Stewart Susan Brooke.  “Salamis and Deir el-Balah: A Crossroads between Ancient Culture  
and Modern  Archaeology and Politics.”  Honors thesis  director 
Marklein, Katherine.  “Ta osta miloun: Preliminary Analyses of Classical and Hellenistic 
Period (490-146  BCE) Burials from Athens, Greece.” Honors thesis committee member   
 

Recent student mentoring in addition to thesis and dissertation service 
 
Undergraduate: Max Brown, Leah Neiman, Cameron Jacke, Nicholas Pehrson, Olivia te Kolste, 
Kellen Hope, Cole Furrh, Sarah Lindbergh 
 
Graduate: Rachel Patt, Chris Askew, Samantha LaValliere, Amanda Knight 

 
Emory Service  
2023-26. Chair, Department of Classics, Emory University 
2020-21 Member, Bill and Carol Fox Center for Humanistic Inquiry, faculty committee for selection 

of fellows 
2020-22 Humanities representative, Research Security and International Collaborations 
 Mellon Humanities Pathway Advisory Committee member  
 Co-chair, Emory Classics Gateway 
2019-22 Chair, Department of Classics, Emory University: job included chairing two TT searches in 

2019-20, 1 TT search in 2022, one VAP search 2022  
2017-18 Chair, Humanities Subcommittee, University Research Committee    
2017 Data Science Research and Education at Emory University, Academic Learning Community 

Dean’s Achievement Scholars review 
2014-15 Member, Faculty Governance Committee 
2014-15 Member, Educational Policy Committee   
2014-16 Member, Faculty Senate and co-chair of Undergraduate Education working group, Strategic 

Plan 
2013 Hosted the conference Gods, Object and Ritual Processes (March 22-23): raised funds, 

wrote CFP, invited individual speakers, and coordinated with Society for Ancient 
Mediterranean Religion 
Participated in Emory’s Forum on Digital Studies, organized by T. Dowd 

2012 Leader, Carlos Museum Reading Group: Prometheus Bound 



2011  Leader, Carlos Museum Reading Group: Theogony  
2011 Leader, Great Works Series, Bill and Carol Fox Center for Humanistic Inquiry: Odyssey 
2010-13 Chair, Humanities Subcommittee, University Research Committee 
2010 “Heroes, Horses, and Hoplite of Unusual Size” lecture in support of the museum’s 

celebration of the anniversary of Marathon 
2008-13 Docent training lectures, Michael C. Carlos Museum, Olympic games; pyrotechnology 

Bronze Age  
2008-10 Member, Humanities Subcommittee, University Research Committee  
2007-13 Director, Program in Ancient Mediterranean Studies 
2002-5 Academic Advisory Committee, Michael C. Carlos Museum 
 Member, Curriculum Committee 
1999-  Local chapter representative, Archaeological Institute of America 
  
Professional Activity  
Tenure review:  Brigham Young University, The University of Southern California,   Bowdoin, and The 
Pacific School of Religion. 
 
Scholarly publications: Reviews of articles and book proposals for  Classical Journal, Arethusa, 
Mouseion, Edinburgh University Press, Journal of Historical Network Research, Advanced in 
Archaeological Practice, American Journal of Archaeology, Institute for the Study of the Ancient 
World, Cambridge University Press, and Routledge.  I serve as  series editor for Studies in ancient 
Mediterranean Religion with Lockwood Press.   
 
2025 Co-organizer with Leah Neiman, Brown University, Ancient Aliens in Modern Times: The 

Politics and Ethics of Pseudoarchaeology, Boston Nov 19-22, 2025  
 Invited to stand for election to Committee on Personnel, American School of Classical 

Studies at Athens 
2024 co-organizer with Megan Daniels, University of British Columbia, The Connected Past 
 Co-organizer with Bartek Bednarek and Kresimir Vuković for the panel “Tearing a God Apart: 

New Approaches to Dionysos”, Celtic Conference in Classics 
2023 Co-organizer, Godscapes: Environment and the Sacred in the Ancient Mediterranean and 

Beyond,  June 27 – July 1, University of St. Andrews. Co-sponsored by the Society for Ancient 
Mediterranean Religions and the University of St. Andrews. 

2021-24 Member, Editorial Advisory Board, American Journal of Archaeology  
2021-23 Member, Scarborough Fellowship Committee, American School of Classical Studies at  

Athens   
2021 Co-organizer with Amelia Brown, Sailing with the Gods: Religion and Maritime Mobility in the 

Ancient World, June 16-21, Floriana, Malta (rescheduled from 2020) 
2021 Co-organizer with Megan Daniels, The Religion of Little Things: Small Finds and Big Ideas,  

Archaeological Institute of America annual meeting 
2020 Co-organizer with Eleni Hasaki  and Diane Harris Cline, Social Networks and 

Interconnections in Ancient and Medieval Contexts, Archaeological Institute of America 
annual meeting 

2018 Co-Organizer with Megan Daniels, Gods in Our Machines? Critical Approaches to Big Data 
and Ancient Religion, Archaeological Institute of America annual meeting 

2017 Co-Organizer with Megan Daniels, God the Anthropologist: text, material and theory in the 
study of ancient religion, Archaeological Institute of America annual meeting 

2017-20 Member, Committee on Admissions and Fellowships, American School of Classical 
Studies; Chair, 2020-21 

2016-20 President, Society for Ancient Mediterranean Religions 
2015-16 Co-Organizer with Billie Jean Collins, Religious Convergence in the Ancient Mediterranean, 

international conference in Palermo, Sicily: Whitaker foundation (Palermo), Society for 
Ancient Mediterranean Religions 



2013 Organizer, Gods, Objects and Ritual Practice, Society for Ancient Mediterranean Religions 
conference at Emory University 

2013-17 Chair, CAMWS Excavations and Field School Award Committee 
2012-13 CAMWS committee on resolutions 
2012 Association of Ancient Historians, panel chair, Historical Geographic Information Systems: 

Questions and Applications, University of North Carolina and Duke   
2007-11 Member, Committee on Admissions and Fellowships, American School of Classical Studies 
2006 Organizer, Ancient Song in Cross-Cultural Perspective: Ritual, Performance, and History, 

conference at Emory University 
2005 Member, Managing Committee, American School of Classical Studies at Athens  
2002       Organizer, Conference on the Mysteries: Ancient Mystery Religions and the  

      Anthropology of Secrecy, Emory University 
Co-organizer, “Myth and Methodology” roundtable discussion, American Philological 
Association/ Archaeological Institute of America annual meeting, Philadelphia 

2001 Chair, NEH Committee, American School of Classical Studies at Athens 
 

Archaeological Fieldwork 
1998-1999  Janiculum Mills Excavation, Andrew Wilson (director), Rome. 
 
Academic Awards   
2016-17 Residential Scholar, University Indian Ruins, Department of Anthropology, University of 

Arizona, Tucson 
2015 Emory University Research Committee grant, Fall 2016 
 Emory Program to Enhance Research and Scholarship grant, Fall 2016 

Emory Funds for Innovative Teaching, Center for Faculty Development and Excellence, Fall 
2016  

2013-14 Villa Scholar, Getty Research Institute, Los Angeles 
2010-11 Senior Fellow, Bill and Carol Fox Center for Humanistic Inquiry, Emory University 
2009 Emory Institute for Comparative and International Studies, Travel Grant 
2007-10 Winship Distinguished Associate Research Professorship, Emory University 
2006-07 Margot Tytus Fellowship, University of Cincinnati 
 University Research Center grant, Emory University 
 Emory Institute for Comparative and International Studies, Travel Grant  
2003 NEH Summer Seminar, “Roman Religion in its Cultural Context”       
2000-01 Junior Fellow, Center for Hellenic Studies, Washington DC 
1998-99 National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, Albright Institute, Jerusalem 
1998 American Academy in Rome, Summer Program in Archaeology 
1997 George A. Barton Fellowship, Albright Institute, Jerusalem 
1996-9  Jacob Hirsch Fellowship, American School of Classical Studies, Athens 
1994 Douglas Nelson travel award, Classics Department, USC  
1991      Ellen N. Lawler Summer Session Fellowship, American School of Classical Studies, Athens 
1989-92 Dean's Graduate Fellowship, University of Southern California 
1982 Graduation with High Honors, Brigham Young University 
1977-81 Spencer W. Kimball Scholarship, Brigham Young University 
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